VOICE OF THE VALLEY

October 2022
Issue 16

For those of us with a Song in our Heart

News, Needs, Notes & Nods

CABERNET
CABARET

VMT
OPPORTUNITIES

October 21 - 22, 2022

Volunteer opportunities, training
opportunities, stage combat, and
more!

It is here! Find out what's coming
in the next year!

Page 2 & 4

Page 2-3

Tickets on sale!

Page 1

2022-2023
SEASON!!

AND THAT IS A WRAP!
Jessica Solberg Black, VMT Executive Director

October marks the beginning of Valley Musical Theatre's fiscal year, and an annual wrapping up of all the projects
from the current season. And oh, what a year it has been. Coming off of pandemic challenges that saw many of our
fellow community theatres close and disband, VMT has found a way to come through the fire, and not just survive, but
put ourselves in a position to thrive. This is in large part due to this wonderful community. It is not just the amazing
donors and supporters, but the tireless efforts of cast and crew for each production that has made us succeed. For a
show like Mamma Mia, which had a cast of 35, it also had 30+ people helping as stage crew, and with design, costumes,
set construction, props, lighting, sound, box office and more - all of whom gave of their time
and their talents to make the show a success. We also had the help of several businesses,
who contributed materials or sponsorship to help make Mamma Mia one of our
best productions in over 22 years.
Over the last couple of years, we've learned as an organization how to get leaner, how to
become more of a mobile theatre company and work in flexible venues. As we move
forward into our 2023 Season we are looking forward to bringing back some things that
we've been missing - our annual Rising Stars Production (for middle school youth), a
regular play option (for our community actors who don't like to sing - this is for you!),
and training opportunities for actors and for various production elements like set
construction, stage management, stage combat and more. The next year promises to be
our most exciting season yet! Make sure you check out all our fall events as well,
including the Cabaret dinner theatre, Noel, and the VMT Annual Meeting in October.
Onwards and upwards!

Mission
Valley Musical Theatre has been
bringing quality musical theatre
to Ellensburg for over 20 years.
Our mission statement:
Valley Musical Theatre,
established in 1999, strives
To bring quality live musical
theater to the Kittitas Valley
area, providing talented area
residents of all ages with
opportunities for
performance and artistic
growth in a positive,
supportive environment.
To develop and enhance
existing facilities for musical
theater performance.
To work collaboratively
within the Laughing Horse
Arts Foundation with other
entities such as Central
Washington University, local
school districts, and other
community /
semiprofessional theaters in
the area to promote the goal
of producing musical theater
events.
To further the goals of the
Laughing Horse Arts
Foundation and the Chamber
of Commerce in developing
Ellensburg as a tourist
destination.

Grant Support
Acknowledgements
Valley Musical Theatre would like
to express its sincere gratitude to
the following organizations and
grants that support in part our
productions in 2022:
Kittitas County Lodging Tax
Advisory Committee (for
Mamma Mia)
Ellensburg Arts Commission
(for Cabernet Cabaret: Books
of Broadway)

UPCOMING EVENTS
FALL SHOW & VMT ANNUAL GALA

Cabernet Cabaret Presents "The Books of Broadway"
Directed by Kelle Vandenberg
October 21 & 22, 2022
Hotel Windrow, Elks Ballroom
TICKETS: http://our.show/valley-musical-theatre/2022-cabernet-cabaret
The Books of Broadway is a cabaret style review that highlights selected bodies of literature
that have inspired Broadway musicals. Featuring small excerpt narrations from the books
themselves, The Books of Broadway will transport the audience from the written page to the
living stage in what will be a heartwarming, toe-tapping experience.
Written, arranged and directed by Kelle Dvorak Vandenberg, and musical direction by Jan Jaffe
of Make Music Ellensburg.
Only two performances and seats are limited to about 90 per performance, so an early RSVP is
strongly encouraged.
Friday, October 21 is a show only ticket, and Saturday October 22 is our annual gala and dinner
theatre performance. This fun Fall tradition only comes once per year so get your ticket early!
Our Dinner Theatre performance sold out well in advance last year.
Enjoy a delectable dinner, complimentary wine, be entertained with songs from some of your
favorite musicals, and participate in a silent auction to support our theatre and its 2023 Season.

HOLIDAYS

Noel: A Celtic Christmas
An Elegant Evening of Music and Poetry Welcoming in the Holiday Season

Friday & Saturday, November 25 & 26 at 6:30 PM
Hotel Windrow
Tickets $10 per adult $5 per child
Enjoy a quartet of harps, flute and viola serenading with celtic Christmas music interspersed
with dramatic poetry readings. Slow down, pause, and remind yourself of what this season is
truly about. Put aside your cares and worries and enjoy this heartfelt tribute to the season.

VOLUNTEER EVENTS
October 7th - 6:30 - 7:30 PM, Hal Holmes Center
Stage Management training
Open to High School and Adults

October 16th - 6:00 - 7:00 PM, CWU Music Building Room #113
VMT Annual Meeting
Open to the public. Help elect board members, see how VMT is doing and plans for the next
fiscal year.

October 20-22nd
Crew help needed for Cabernet Cabaret
Including lighting/spotlight operators, backstage help, load-in, and front desk.
Email valleymusicaltheatre@gmail.com

November/December planned training
Stage Design/Construction training
For anyone who would like to help on VMT productions. We will need a lot of set assistance
for the Winter show, so this is a great way to get involved. Watch for more details.

January 7th or 8th - Stage Combat Workshops
SAVE THE DATE. These workshops will be open to the public and to the cast of the Winter
show. More details to come. Taught by David Connolly.
We are still looking for crew and designers for our 2023 shows. Fill out the Volunteer Form
on the VMT website to get involved! (see Page 4)
October 2022
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2022-2023 PRODUCTIONS
WINTER PLAY - VMT AFTER DARK PRODUCTION

The One-Act Play That Goes Wrong
Directed by Jessica Solberg Black
February 3 - 11, 2023
Auditions December 6-7, 2022
VMT After Dark shows typically feature a smaller cast, may be a regular play or a small
musical, and can have more adult humor or themes. We are looking forward to bringing this
feature back to Ellensburg in February 2023.

One of my beliefs is
that there are
certain institutions
within a

Our selection this year is “The One-Act Play That Goes Wrong” by Henry Lewis, Jonathan
Sayer, & Henry Shields. This is a hilarious farcical comedy with a play within a play it offers a
fresh (non-musical) opportunity to actors. You all know the classic murder mystery story.
There has been an untimely death at a country manor, everyone is a suspect, and an inspector
is set on the case to find who the culprit is. However, when this play is performed by the
accident-prone thespians of The Cornley Drama Society, everything that can go wrong…does!
The actors and crew battle against all odds to make it through to their final curtain call, with
hilarious consequences! Over the course of 75 minutes, expect a plethora of disasters from
missed lines to falling props.

stand for the spirit

As part of the show rehearsal process, we are bringing in an experienced stage combat
choreographer (David Connolly), to not only help with the staging, but in addition, we are
working with him to offer a weekend public community workshop in January for stage combat
and physical comedy for actors.

there's the church,

VMT Rising Stars Production

Godspell Jr.
Directed by Alexandra Roth
Auditions March 2023
Performances May 5 - 13, 2022
VMT Rising Stars is a project developed by VMT to serve as an expressive and artistic outlet for
area middle school youth. The 2023 production is “Godspell Jr.” A combination of biblical
parables and 1970s pop hits, Godspell Jr. tells the story of love, friendship, and tolerance
through the eyes of children. Utilizing games, physicality, and the magic of theatre, the
ensemble cast brings this show together. As the first Rising Stars show back after two years,
Godspell Jr. would be able to capitalize on the unique abilities of all participating members.
With solos and lines to spare, each child will be highlighted in a way that they are comfortable
with and pushes them to grow as performers and people. The key to success for this show is
focusing on the storytelling and messages rather than the religious undertones.
Alex Roth is designing this production to be curriculum-based, teaching about both the history
and process of theatre creation through in-class games, activities, stage-crafting, and devised
workshops.

SUMMER MAINSTAGE MUSICAL

9 to 5 the Musical
July 2023
Auditions in April 2023
This musical adaptation of the iconic film starring Dolly Parton, Jane Fonda, and Lily Tomlin
features a Tony-nominated score by Parton herself and a book by the film's screenwriter
Patricia Resnick. 9 to 5 is an undeniably upbeat show about friendship, standing up for what's
right, and making a change.
Pushed to the boiling point, three female coworkers concoct a plan to get even with the sexist,
egotistical, lying, hypocritical bigot they call their boss. In a hilarious turn of events, Violet,
Judy and Doralee live out their wildest fantasy – giving their boss the boot! While Hart remains
"otherwise engaged," the women give their workplace a dream makeover, taking control of the
company that had always kept them down. Hey, a girl can scheme, can't she?
October 2022

community which

and heart of that
community -

the local football
team, the local
pub, and the
theatre.
~David Soul

“The meaning of
life is to find your
gift. The purpose
of life is to give it
away.”
~ William
Shakespeare.
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Volunteer
with VMT
We need your help with our
2023 productions. If you
have been wanting to get
involved backstage and have
interest and skills in any of
the below areas, please reach
out to us at
valleymusicaltheatre@gmail.com
or complete our
VOLUNTEER FORM AT:
www.valleymusicaltheatre.com/volunteer-form

Directors
Producers
Set Design/Crew
Lighting Design/Crew
Sound Engineers
Stage Management
Choreographers
Music Director
Orchestra (indicate
instruments played in
comments)
Makeup Design/Assistants
Costume Design/Sewing
Props
Graphic Design/Advertising
Box Office/Front of House
Board of Directors
Fundraising/Auction
Assistance

The purpose of theatre is...
making an event in which a
group of fragments are
suddenly brought together...
in a community which, by the
natural laws that make every
community, gradually breaks
up... At certain moments this

OTHER NEWS AND NOTABLES
BOARD UPDATES
COVID-19, HEALTH & SAFETY PLANS
UPDATED SEPTEMBER 27, 2022
Between November 2021 and January 2022, the VMT Board surveyed theaters around the state
regarding their Covid protocols for actors and crew wishing to participate in live productions.
The vast majority of theaters around the state at that time were requiring Covid vaccinations
for their actors and stage crew members. In addition, we surveyed the Kittitas County
Community. We received over 150 responses and appreciate the time each person took to give
us their feedback. The Board met and discussed this issue at length, and there were strong
feelings on both sides of the issue. It was clear that no one policy could satisfy everyone, or fit
all situations. In January 2022, the Board voted to implement the following policy regarding
participation in Valley Musical Theater productions: Each production team, along with the Board
Executive Committee, and the Executive Director will set the vaccination requirement for that
production. What this means is that the requirements for our Rising Stars production may be
different from our summer production.
This has been our policy for most of 2022, but as the past two years have shown us, things
change. This is a living, not a static policy that is routinely reviewed.
The CDC updated their exposure, isolation and quarantine protocols for COVID-19 in August
2022. Vaccinated and unvaccinated individuals are treated the same in these revised protocols.
We follow these guidelines (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/isolation.html).
At the September 2022 VMT Board meeting, the board voted to remove show participation
requirements that required cast/crew to show proof of vaccination or complete a vaccine
exemption.
We continue to use health mitigation measures in rehearsals and performances. Should
someone in cast/crew test positive for COVID-19, we reserve the right to require testing of all
cast/crew members. Additional information is available on the VMT website.

YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES
While we do have our junior show for 6th, 7th, and 8th graders, we do get frequent emails
about other youth drama opportunities in Ellensburg. Everything has been on a bit of a hiatus
for a couple of years, but there are some other community opportunities on the horizon for
younger kids as well. We are not the organizers of the following events, but encourage you to
check them out!
Musical Theatre Classes for Elementary/Middle School Youth
At The Studio by Ellensburg Dance Ensemble
https://ellensburgdance.org/classes/
Christina Kowalski started teaching these classes last year, and all we have been hearing are
rave reviews!
Ellensburg Children's Musical Theatre
https://www.facebook.com/groups/57573614570/
The theatre program that was founded by the incomparable Donna Nylander is getting a
reboot, and there is a team pulling together a production for winter/early spring 2023. They
offer acting opportunities for elementary through adult, and are a fantastic first introduction to
theatre. They have a Facebook page which we encourage you to follow them and we will share
show information on our page when details are released.

fragmented world comes
together and for a certain
time it can rediscover the
marvel of organic life ... The
marvel of being one.
— Peter Brook

October 2022
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2022 SEASON
SUPPORTERS
Valley Musical Theatre is so appreciative of the continued support this
community shows the performing arts. Your generosity is what allows us to
keep the lights on! Supporters listed reflect donations through the end of September.
( * Denotes VMT Scholarship Fund Supporters)
PRODUCER'S CIRCLE ($5,000+)
DIRECTOR'S CIRCLE ($1,000-$4,999)
Czapiewski Family Renunion, Bonnie & Steve Lathrop,
Liz Roth & Jarid Paschen*
TITLE ROLE CIRCLE ($500-$999)
Rollie & Marla Bernth, Jim Denison*, Bruce & Elise Herman,
Steve & Sydney Moe, Darren & Jenny Reid
PATRONS ($200 - $499)
Bill Allison, David & Carol Cross, Ellensburg Pet Center, Keith & Karen
Eslinger, Beth Habib, Jackie Herum, Rhonda Hill, David & Laurae Lygre,
Patrick Nolan*, Hal & Gay Ott*, James Pappas, Nancy Smith,
Davie & Robbie Soltz, Bill & Lora Stovall, Warren & Libby Street,
Rolf & Michelle Williams*, Josephine Yaba Camarillo
DONORS ($100-$199)
Rob & Louise Acheson, Glori & Jeb Baldi, Kathleen Beach*, Erleen Beckley,
David & Jessica Black, Paul Coppin, Keith & Betsy Crimp, Jan Demorest,
Sara Gardeback, Clarence & Bette Grening, Christine Hales, Karen & Lynn
Jenison, Johnston & Williams Funeral Home, Corwin & Marianne King*,
Bonnie Lemert, Joy Lessard*, Mike McCloskey*, Doug & Peggy O'Neil,
Beverly Ormbrek, Marilyn Panattoni*, Mitchell & Debbi Perry,
Randy & Shirley Schroers, Larry & Linda Sharpe, Erin Slaughter*, Kerry
Slaughter, Don & Joy Solberg, Kristin Solberg, Laura Stanley & Ona Solberg,
W. Joey Thornton, Sandra Walker, Richard & Alison Wedin, Adrienne Zimny*
CONTRIBUTORS ($50-$99)
Meaghan Bickel, Connie Dunnington, Lori Haydon, Ginger Jensen, Brian Lenz,
Linda Marra, Charles & Gisela McGehee, Beverly Ormbrek, Paul, Danney &
Espy Parkins*, Liz Whitaker
FRIENDS
In addition, we would like to express our sincere thanks to the 80+ small
donors who contributed to support our 2022 season.

Become a 2023 Season Supporter and/or Donate to the
Valley Musical Theatre Scholarship Fund

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Jim Denison, President
Hal Ott, Vice President
Kathleen Beach, Secretary
Patrick Nolan, Treasurer
Directors:
Ingrid Lutz
Erin Slaughter
Kelle Vandenberg
Adrienne Zimny
Jessica Solberg Black, Executive Director
valleymusicaltheatre@gmail.com
509-972-6633

COMMITTEE
CHAIRS
Prop Committee
Jim Denison
Set Committee
Kathleen Beach
Recruitment & Show Solicitation
Hal Ott
Makeup Committee
(Position open)
Costuming Committee
Adrienne Zimny
Budget Committee
Patrick Nolan

GET INVOLVED
Tell us your interests. complete the
volunteer form:
valleymusicaltheatre.com/volunteer-form

We need your help to make our 2023 season a success. Please consider making a taxdeductible donation to VMT to support our ongoing work.
Give online at:
valleymusicaltheatre.com/donate-1
Mail your donation to:
Valley Musical Theatre
PO Box 1551
Ellensburg, WA 98926
Under designation or memo you can indicate if you would like the funds directed
toward the new scholarship fund.
Laughing Horse Arts Foundation DBA Valley Musical Theatre is a 501(c)3 charitable
organization, EIN 91-1211173. All contributions are tax deductible.

October 2022
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A JOB WELL DONE
Reflecting on Mamma Mia!

We were blown away by the reception from this community for our summer
production of Mamma Mia. Thank you to all you "super troupers" who came not
just once, but two, three, and even four times to see the show, and brought your
friends! We broke several attendance records, and one night we had over 550
people in the audience which was our 2nd highest attended show in 22+ years!
A - MAZ - ING. To the cast and crew who worked long hours and weeks, in
addition to holding down day jobs and school, thank you for your time and
investment to bring this wonderful heart-warming and fun show to our
community. And to the businesses that invested, either with in-kind donations,
with sponsorships, or program advertising, we could not have done this without
you. We thought you might enjoy some of our favorite pictures from the show.
(photo credits Teresa Bicchieri, Anita Mishina, & Jim Denison)

STAY CONNECTED

Follow us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/ValleyMusicalTheatre/
Twitter: @VMTEllensburg
Instagram:
www.instagram.com/valleymusicaltheatre/
October 2022

Valley Musical Theatre
PO Box 1551, Ellensburg, WA 98926
Phone: (509) 972-6633
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