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For those of us with a Song in our Heart

News, Needs, Notes & Nods

SHOW UPDATES

THANK YOU!

RISING STARS PRODUCTION
and
SUMMER MUSICAL:
MAMMA MIA!

To everyone who contributed their
time, creative and logistic talents to
our 2021 theatrical productions Thank you! We wish you a warm
and creative
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

See Page 3 and 8 for updates.

NEW!
SCHOLARSHIP
A very cool new offering for a
deserving high school senior!
Details on page 5.

WALKING THE TIGHTROPE

Jessica Solberg Black, Executive Director

I am starting 2022 off with questions - what will theatre look like this year and in the future? What will the broader cultural
arts of Ellensburg look like in 3 years, 5 years, 10 years? How do we as an organization bring hope and light to a community
instead of fear, move forward in wisdom and in compassion and inclusive of the wide variety of viewpoints found in this
community?
Later this month the VMT Board will be considering potential policies around covid vaccination and involvement in future
VMT productions. While I don’t have results to share at this time, I do want to share a bit of our process. Several board
members had been approached by community members asking what VMT thought about vaccinations in its cast and crew.
We do not currently have a policy in this area. In 2021 we abided by state and local health mandates in regards to social
distancing, masking, cleaning, and implemented health checks and protocols if any cast or crew ended up with a positive
covid-test - but we didn’t discuss vaccination policies.
On the positive side we successfully brought back live theatre to our community. We produced a show for our middle-school
youth, a two-person comedy, and our first dinner theatre production and musical revue. We utilized smaller cast and crew
sizes, socially distanced seating and the use of alternative venues; all of which helped us to thrive this season. Covid did have
an effect on our production schedule this year, we ended up changing our junior show from 7 performances over two
weekends to 5 performances over one weekend; and we had to postpone our mainstage summer musical to 2022, so these
issues have been front of mind all year long, and cancellations due to covid have had fiscal consequences to our non-profit
organization.
When it comes to anything to do with covid, there are strong feelings generated from one side to the other. These can be
difficult conversations, and it is never a good idea to make policies based solely on feelings, so the VMT Board formed an
Continued on Page 2

THEATRE IN 2022...
“We must be
courageous but
also reasonable.
The world admires
us for walking a
tightrope without
falling off. It asks
us to keep our
balance. ”
~ Lech Walesa

Grant Support
Acknowlegements
Valley Musical Theatre would like
to express its sincere gratitude to
the following organizations and
grants that support in part our
productions in 2021 & 2022:
Kittitas County Lodging Tax
Advisory Committee - 2022
production support for
Mamma Mia.
Ellensburg Arts Commission 2021 & 2022 production
support for our Rising Star
productions.
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advisory committee in December to conduct some research and report back with
recommendations in mid-January. You may have seen the community survey that was sent
out to get valuable input from cast, crew, patrons, and audience members. Thank you if
you have taken the time to respond. That survey will be available through January 7th on
our website at www.valleymusicaltheatre.com/vmt-community-survey.
But that is not the only input that we seek. Our committee members are reaching out to
approximately 20 other community theatres in Washington, Oregon and Idaho that are
similar to VMT in size, to get a peer-to-peer perspective on whether vaccine protocols have
been implemented in their organizations, and why/why not. We will also find out if those
policies are related to organizational decisions, or driven by facility/venue restrictions. We
have also reached out to our public health department, and will be weighing the fiscal
impact of various possible options.
A process like this can feel a bit like walking a tightrope, which requires a tremendous
amount of balance and focus. I relate to Bill Maher when he spoke of his show in similar
terms: “We're always on a tightrope. We're trying to put together people who don't make
sense to be together, talking about issues that are sensitive and controversial. We're mixing
dangerous chemicals on a nightly basis.” Please know that VMT is not treating this as a
“majority rule” scenario based solely on the survey. The end decision may be to implement
a policy or it may be that we choose to only use health/safety protocols that don’t require
vaccine, or it may be somewhere in between. The VMT Board will be weighing all of the
feedback carefully before making any new policies effective. We appreciate all the
feedback we have received from the community, as well as your positive thoughts and
prayers toward this board as they weigh all these pieces with consideration and
thoughtfulness.
But this is a new year, and our eyes are turned to the future, and the future that is
represented by youth. We at VMT are especially excited to announce that we are launching
a Theatre Scholarship to be awarded to graduating local seniors starting this year. Check
out the article in the newsletter for all the details; this Valley musical Theatre Scholarship
will recognize a student who has participated in community and youth theatre locally.
We are also turning our eyes toward the longer-term future and what that might look like
in the community of Ellensburg. As your Executive Director I am part of a design team for
the Ellensburg Community Cultural Arts Plan. Over the next several months we will be
meeting with other arts organizations and community partners, and inviting community
members to collaboratively create a strategic plan for the arts and culture in our valley.
There is excitement in the air as we begin this important work, and I look forward to
keeping you updated on our progress this year.
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2022 PRODUCTIONS
Teasers from your 2022 Directors

The Clumsy Custard Horror Show Directed by CharRe Burnum
March 31 - April 9, 2022
(auditions in Feb.)
What my play is about?
This play allows middle school children the opportunity to experience a good
‘ole fashioned satire with stage fighting, heroes, villains, sidekicks, and of
course, young love. This play provides the feel of an ensemble cast (18) with the
flexibility to cast more if desired. Kids who may otherwise shy away from
musicals will find themselves comfortable with the straight play structure. Your
audience will get into the act in this hilarious comedy. King Dumb is ready for
his daughter to select a husband and all the Knights of the Realm are anxious to
claim her hand. But the sweet Princess Prince has fallen for a gentle yet
courageous lad she assumes to be a pauper. Not so! Little does she know that
this scruffy stranger is Swashbuck Valpariso, bearer of the magic sword and
Master of Fast Feet. With audience participation throughout, the play will leave
you breathless with anticipation, reckless with abandon and proud to be a
Zobian.
What opportunities do people have to act or crew this show?
This show gives many opportunities to middle school kids (5th-8th grade) to
take to the stage! This show has roles for up to 20 middle school kids! Parents
are needed to help with sets, backstage help, costumes, hair/make-up, and
collecting props.

Mamma Mia! - Directed by Jim Denison
July 7- 16, 2022 (auditions in April)
What is your play about?
Mamma Mia! is set on a colorful Greek island, and the plot serves as a
background for numerous songs by ABBA. Sophie Sheridan is 20-years old and
lives with her mother, Donna, in her mother's inn on the island. She is about to
be married and wishes for only one thing: that her father walk her down the
aisle and give her away. The only problem is that she doesn't know who her
father is, and her mother won't discuss it with her. After she finds her mom's
diary from the year she was born, she invites three men who could possibly be
that man. All three show up and mayhem ensues.
What excites you most about directing this play in 2022?
ABBA is by far my favorite rock group of all time. I have seen the musical
numerous times, and have dreamed about directing it. The fun nature of the
musical combined with the music and the large cast will make this a spectacle
that I believe audiences in Ellensburg will love.
What opportunities do people have to act or crew this show?
This will require a large cast. The crew will likely be members of the "village"
on the island, There are roles for dancers, singers, and people from 16-90. We
will need set builders and designers as some of the sets are complicated.
Finally, we will need dancers (male and female) as there are several big dance
numbers - one that involves dancing with flippers!

Fall Small Cast Musical - Directed by Hal Ott
October 2022
Stay tuned for more details about our fall production coming soon!
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CALLING ALL
ASPIRING
PRODUCERS AND
DIRECTORS
Bring us your ideas and we
will review proposals with an
open mind, and even help
first time Producers and
Directors to make their way
through this incredibly
rewarding journey!

We encourage you to review the
“job” requirements for producers
and/or directors on our website
on the Cast & Crew page.
We currently produce four shows
per year:
Rising Stars Production. Held in
mid to late spring, features our
amazing area middle-schoolers in
kid friendly versions of some of
Broadway's biggest hits! Show
selections should be rated G or
PG and family friendly. Typically
cast with 5th – 8th grade
students.
Mainstage Summer Musical.
Typically held in July, at the
Morgan Performing Arts Center
– this production is our largest
and gets a lot of community
involvement.
Fall Fundraiser. Typically held
in late September early October
and incorporates a silent auction/
fundraising aspect to the
evening. We have held this as a
cabaret type song evening (Songs
& Sweets) but may also consider
other small cast show options.
Christmas/Winter Production.
In odd numbered years we will
consider a Christmas production
(play or musical), in alternate
years we will consider straight
plays or small musicals to be
performed in January or early
February.
MORE DETAILS ON WEBSITE AT
https://www.valleymusicaltheatre.com/
show-proposals
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BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Jim Denison, President
CharRé Burnum, Vice President
Kathleen Beach, Secretary
Patrick Nolan, Treasurer
Directors:
Easton Benson
Mike McCloskey
Hal Ott
Liz Roth
Erin Slaughter
Adrienne Zimny
Jessica Solberg Black, Executive Director
valleymusicaltheatre@gmail.com
509-972-6633

COMMITTEE
CHAIRS
Prop Committee
Jim Denison
Set Committee
Kathleen Beach
Recruitment & Show Solicitation
Hal Ott
Makeup Committee
CharRé Burnum
Costuming Committee
Adrienne Zimny
Budget Committee
Jessica Solberg Black
Disaster Preparedness Committee
Mike McCloskey

GET INVOLVED
Tell us your interests. complete the
volunteer form:
valleymusicaltheatre.com/volunteer-form

2021 SEASON
SUPPORTERS
With the 2021 Season concluded, Valley Musical Theatre is so appreciative of
the continued support this community shows the performing arts. Your
generosity is what allows us to keep the lights on! Our fiscal year begins on
October 1, so any donations made between 10/1/21 and 12/31/21 count toward
the 2022 season (and you will see that recognition in the next issue). Donation
receipts for the 2021 calendar year will go out in January.
PRODUCER'S CIRCLE ($5,000+)
Steve & Sydney Moe
DIRECTOR'S CIRCLE ($1,000-$4,999)
Thomas Nisbet
Don & Joy Solberg
TITLE ROLE CIRCLE ($500-$999)
Rollie & Marla Bernth, Bruce & Elise Herman,
Carla Kaatz, Kathy & Marty Miller, Larry Nickel,
Mia & Andrew Spencer, Liz Roth
PATRONS ($200 - $499)
John & Danila Belford, David & Carol Cross, Jim Denison,
Keith & Karen Eslinger, Beth Habib, Jackie Herum, Corwin & Marianne King
David & Laurae Lygre, Mary Ann Macinko, Mike McCloskey,
Patrick Nolan, Hal & Gay Ott, James G. Pappas,
Larry & Linda Sharpe, Bill & Lora Stovall, Warren & Libby Street
DONORS ($100-$199)
Rob & Louise Acheson, Gloria & Jeb Baldi, Erleen Beckley, Gary & Allison
Carpenter-Koch, Don Childress Memorial Donations, Paul Coppin, Keith
Crimp, Clarence & Bette Grening, Joesph Guggino, Lynn & Karen Jenison,
Bonnie & Steve Lathrop, Judi M. Lyons, Susan Madley, Richard & Lee Mundy,
Doug & Peggy O'Neil, Jan Paxton, Michell & Debbie Perry, Jean Putnam,
Randy & Shirley Schroers, Paul Sorenson, Scott Rollins State Farm, Kerry
Slaughter, Nancy & Jonathan Suttles, W. Joey Thornton, The Frame Express,
Janett Walker, Sandra Walker, Richard & Aliso Wedin, Rolf & Michelle
Williams, Josephine Yaba Camarillo, Henry Yoder
CONTRIBUTORS ($50-$99)
Ron & Robin Anderson, Ellensburg Pet Center, Joan Green, Diane Jones, Joy
Lessard, Linda Marra, Charles McGehee, Nancy Moss, Marilyn Panattoni, Paul,
Danney & Espy Parkins, Naomi Peterson, Aaron & Nikki Reiman

ALL TOGETHER NOW!
in November we brought you our first dinner theatre event - which
we fondly titled Cabernet Cabaret. We performed the musical revue
"All Together Now!" with songs from 15 different Broadway musicals.
Needless to say it was an amazing hit - from the venue (the classic
Ramsay Center), the delectable catering from The Dakota Cafe, and
stunning talents of 20 singers/actors from our community (the
singing nuns from Ellensburg Women's Choir stole the show with
their dancing). We also broadcast the show live to expand our reach
for the performance. And to top it off our dessert dash brought in
$1500 toward our 2022 season!
Thank you to everyone who participated in our inaugural dinner
theatre. We do plan to bring it back!
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NEW! SCHOLARSHIP OFFERED
Patrick Nolan, VMT Treasurer

In the last two years, I’ve been fortunate to attend “scholarship night” events at Ellensburg
High School, as my two eldest children have recently graduated. I was bothered by the
thought that something seemed to be missing in these events...and then it hit me: “There’s
no scholarship for theater!” Both of my two graduating kids spent a great deal of their high
school years performing on stage, in EHS Fall Plays and Winter Musicals and in some
Valley Musical Theatre summer productions. As a parent, I was blessed to be able to help
with those productions and see firsthand all the time, effort and love that they and many
other high school students had invested. There is no doubt that both EHS and the
Ellensburg community at large benefits greatly from the work that our local students have
given to theater productions here.
The Valley Musical Theatre Board of Directors agreed unanimously with these
observations and that it is time to reward these students for their efforts. As such, VMT has
committed to provide an annual $1,000 scholarship for a graduating senior(s).The
candidates for this scholarship need only be pursuing higher education and have
participated in theater productions throughout their high school years (whether it be onstage or behind the scenes). It is our hope that this scholarship will give encouragement to
students to pursue their dreams (wherever they may take them) and feel value in the hard
work they have given to Ellensburg theater.
In 2022, we plan to award one scholarship. Interested students will be able to apply as part
of the unified scholarship application provided by the Ellensburg School District. The
Board hopes that this scholarship fund will be able to grow over the years so that we may
give this gift to more students each year. If you are interested in donating to the VMT
Scholarship fund and celebrating the talented youth in our valley, all you need to do is
indicate that on your donation – either on the memo line, or by selecting Valley Musical
Theatre Scholarship in our online donation form. As always, your donation is taxdeductible.

Become a 2022 Season
Supporter and/or
Donate to the Valley
Musical Theatre
Scholarship Fund
We need your help to make our
2022 season a success. Please
consider making a taxdeductible donation to VMT to
support our ongoing work.
Give online at:
valleymusicaltheatre.com/donate-1
Mail your donation to:
Valley Musical Theatre
PO Box 1551
Ellensburg, WA 98926
Under designation or memo
you can indicate if you would
like the funds directed toward
the new scholarship fund.
Laughing Horse Arts Foundation
DBA Valley Musical Theatre is a
501(c)3 charitable organization,
EIN 91-1211173. All contributions
are tax deductible.

Mission
Valley Musical Theatre has been bringing quality musical theatre to Ellensburg
for over 20 years. Our mission statement:
Valley Musical Theatre, established in 1999, strives
To bring quality live musical theater to the Kittitas Valley area, providing
talented area residents of all ages with opportunities for performance and
artistic growth in a positive, supportive environment.
To develop and enhance existing facilities for musical theater performance.
To work collaboratively within the Laughing Horse Arts Foundation with
other entities such as Central Washington University, local school districts,
and other community / semiprofessional theaters in the area to promote the
goal of producing musical theater events.
To further the goals of the Laughing Horse Arts Foundation and the
Chamber of Commerce in developing Ellensburg as a tourist destination.
Laughing Horse Arts Foundation DBA Valley Musical Theatre is a 501(c)3 charitable
organization, EIN 91-1211173. All contributions are tax deductible.

BECOME A 2022 SEASON SUPPORTER!
There are many ways you can support the work of Valley Musical Theatre.
Make a tax-deductible donation and become a 2022 Season
Supporter.
Place an ad for your business in our show programs or in this
quarterly newsletter.
Become a business sponsor of one of the productions (see page 6
for details).
Donate your time as a volunteer for one of the shows.
January 2022
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SPONSOR &
ADVERTSING
OPPORTUNITIES

SHOW
SPONSORSHIPS
There are a limited quantity of sponsorships
available for each production.

Production Elements Sponsor
Sponsor a specific element – Costumes, Sets,
Props, Choreography.

Valley Musical Theatre is proud to announce our 2022 feature
productions:
The Clumsy Custard Horror Show which will be performed
in early April for our Rising Stars,
and the fantastic Broadway hit, Mamma Mia! will take over
Ellensburg this summer.
Our Fall 2022 production is in the works and will be
announced soon.
For over twenty-years VMT has been a vibrant, vital organization
because of the support of local businesses in our community.
Although much has changed at VMT over the last two decades,
one thing remains the same: Theatre is about people connecting
with people. VMT aspires to provide positive experiences for
Ellensburg families - from our “Rising Stars” productions that
provide a creative outlet specifically for middle school students
and teens, to our Summer main stage and winter shows that
provide opportunities for both adults and children. We also have
this quarterly newsletter Voice of the Valley, that brings additional
advertising opportunities for local businesses.
You can help us continue to keep the arts alive and thriving in
Kittitas County by becoming a VMT sponsor and make our
audience, your audience! By supporting Valley Musical Theatre
you enable us to continue to provide quality entertainment,
community programs and education to support our mission.
We offer several sponsorship levels and advertising opportunities,
and our commitment to you, as a valued sponsor, ensures that you
will receive the attention, recognition and publicity you deserve,
in exchange for your generous contribution.
Download the complete Sponsorship and Advertising
Opportunities kit and registration from the VMT website.

January 2022

This sponsorship includes:
• ¼ page ad in show program
• ½ page size ad in the issue of Voice in the
Valley that precedes your selected
production
• Company logo as season sponsor on
program, website, & social media posts
• Two (2) ticket vouchers good for any one
performance of sponsored production
• Sponsor recognition on signage in foyer
lobby

Performance Night Sponsor
This sponsorship includes:
• ½ page ad in the show program
• ½ page size ad in the issue of Voice in the
Valley that precedes your selected
production
• Company logo as season sponsor on
program, website, & social media posts
• Four (4) ticket vouchers good for any one
performance of sponsored production
• Two tickets to the backstage pass event (for
summer musical only)
• Sponsor recognition on signage in foyer
lobby
• Sponsor acknowledgement during preshow announcements at chosen performance

Premier Sponsor
This sponsorship includes:
• Full-page ad in the show program
• ½ page size ad in the issue of Voice in the
Valley that precedes your selected
production
• Company logo on show poster
• Company logo as season sponsor on
program, website, & social media posts
• Ten (10) ticket vouchers good for any
performance of sponsored production
• Four tickets to the backstage pass event (for
summer musical only)
• Sponsor recognition on signage in foyer
lobby
• Sponsor acknowledgement during preshow announcements at each performance
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ADVERTISING
Show Programs
Ad spots available in individual show programs, or get
our yearly rate (pay for ad in 3 productions, get the 4th
production free)
Options for advertising:
Rising Star Production (April 2022) - average of 500700 attendees over 2 weekends
Summer Mainstage Production (July 2022) - average
of 1200-1500 attendees over 2 weekends
Fall Production (October 2022) - average of 400-600
attendees over 1-2 weekends
Some shows have the option of advertising on the etickets as well. Ask us about these options.

VMT Newsletter
Put your 1/4 or 1/2 page ad right here in our quarterly
newsletter distributed to 700-1000 via email, social
media, and the VMT website, and distributed at live
events.

DOWNLOAD ADVERTISING FORMS AT
WWW.VALLEYMUSICALTHEATRE.COM

STAY CONNECTED
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/ValleyMusicalTheatre/
Twitter: @VMTEllensburg
Instagram: www.instagram.com/valleymusicaltheatre/
January 2022
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Save the Dates and
Join the Fun!

VOLUNTEER
NIGHT
Coming February 2022
Location/Details TBA
Best way to get involved!

RISING STARS:

With Grant Support
From

THE CLUMSY CUSTARD
HORROR SHOW
Auditions: February 2022
Performances:
March 31, April 1, 2, 7, 8, 9

SUMMER:
MAMMA
MIA!

With Grant Support
From

Auditions: April 2022
Performances:
July 7 - 16, 2022

FALL
PRODUCTION
Early October
Details TBA
Watch for performance
opportunities

Valley Musical Theatre
PO Box 1551, Ellensburg, WA 98926 | Phone: (509) 972-6633
valleymusicaltheatre@gmail.com | www.valleymusicaltheatre.com

